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”Social media are an important part of our everyday life. They emerged as a 
contemporary response of the digital world to the primordial human need, which is 

the need for social contact, as well as the need to connect into social groups”. 

 I. From Connection to Regulation: Setting the Stage 

Marcin Wielec1 opens the volume with a powerful insight: social media are not just 
tools but extensions of our human need for connection and community. This insight 
frames the broader inquiry of the book  –  an inquiry into how these platforms, born 
of a basic social instinct, now profoundly shape constitutional values like freedom of 
expression and democratic pluralism. 

The volume The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom of 
Expression and Pluralism, edited by Marcin Wielec and published in 2021 by the 
Ferenc Mádl Institute of Comparative Law and Central European Academic Publishing, 
addresses one of the most pressing constitutional challenges of our era: the balance 
between freedom of expression and the regulation of digital communication spaces. 

Bringing together contributions from renowned legal scholars across Central 
Europe, the book offers a timely and thorough examination of how digital platforms 
and social media have reshaped the legal landscape of free speech and pluralism in 
democratic societies. 

With a particular focus on the experiences of countries such as Poland, Hungary, 
Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, and Slovakia, the volume provides both theoretical analysis 
and national case studies, highlighting common trends as well as jurisdiction-specific 
issues. 

 
1 Marcin Wielec is professor at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw, he is currently Deputy Dean 

of the Faculty of Law and Administration and Head of the Department of Criminal Procedure at the Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszyński University in Warsaw. He was the Head of the Institute of Justice in Warsaw (2019-2024), Vice-President of 
the Scientific Council of the Prof. J. Sehn Institute of Justice in Cracow, member of the Council of the Lech Kaczyński 
National School of Public Administration (2021-2024), member of the Central European Professors’ Network and co-
founder of the Polish-Hungarian Research Platform, an international research project. He was awarded the Knight’s 
Cross of the Hungarian Order of Merit. https://centraleuropeanacademy.hu/en/kutatok/dr-habil-marcin-wielec-pl/ 
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II. Why It Matters: Legal Challenges in the Digital Age 
The intersection between digital technologies and fundamental rights has become a 

central concern for constitutional law scholars worldwide. As digital platforms increasingly 
control access to information, shape public discourse, and influence democratic processes, 
traditional guarantees of freedom of expression face unprecedented challenges. 

The relevance of The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom of 
Expression and Pluralism lies in its ability to contextualize these global issues within 
the specific legal and cultural frameworks of Central European countries. 

By focusing on states with distinct historical experiences and constitutional traditions, 
the book sheds light on the diverse regulatory responses to common phenomena 
such as fake news, content moderation, online censorship, and the growing power of 
private actors in the digital sphere. 

This comparative approach not only enhances our understanding of regional 
dynamics but also contributes to broader debates about the future of freedom of 
expression in a digitalized world. 

III. Inside the Volume: Themes, Cases and Perspectives 

The volume is structured into ten substantive chapters, each addressing a specific 
national or thematic perspective on the impact of digital platforms and social media 
on freedom of expression and pluralism. The structure offers a coherent progression 
from theoretical considerations to national case studies, culminating in a comprehensive 
comparative analysis. 

 Chapter I: Fake News as an Important Factor in Digital Platforms’ and Social 
Media’s Impact on the Guarantees of Freedom of Expression and the Truth 
of Information (Marcin Wielec) 

This opening chapter sets the theoretical framework, examining how fake news, 
accelerated by digital platforms, undermines traditional guarantees of truthful 
information and freedom of expression. 

 Chapter II: Censorship on Digital Platforms and Social Media Versus Freedom 
of Expression and Pluralism: the Perspective of the Republic of Poland 
(Bartłomiej Oręziak) 

Focused on Poland, this chapter analyzes the tension between platform 
moderation practices and constitutional protections of free speech. 

 Chapter III: The Regulation of Social Media Platforms in Hungary (András Koltay) 
This contribution offers a detailed account of Hungary’s legislative initiatives aimed at 

regulating social media platforms and the challenges they pose for constitutional rights. 
 Chapter IV: The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom of 

Expression and Pluralism in Serbia (Sanja Savčić) 
The Serbian case study explores how social media both enable and threaten 

pluralism, considering the state’s regulatory reactions. 
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 Chapter V: Social Media, Freedom of Expression, and the Legal Regulation of 
Fake News in Croatia (Davor Derenčinović) 

Here, the focus is on the phenomenon of fake news in Croatia, with an emphasis on 
legal responses designed to preserve freedom of expression while combating 
disinformation. 

 Chapter VI: Legal Aspects of Content Moderation on Social Networks in Slovenia 
(Kristina Čufar) 

This chapter provides an in-depth look at the legal challenges posed by content 
moderation on platforms like Facebook and Twitter, from the Slovenian legal perspective. 

 Chapter VII: The Role of Social Media in Shaping Society (Aleš Rozehnal) 
A more general discussion on the societal implications of social media, this chapter 

examines how these platforms influence public opinion, political discourse, and societal 
values. 

 Chapter VIII: The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom 
of Expression and Pluralism in Slovakia (Gábor Hulkó) 

The Slovakian case study discusses national strategies to protect pluralism in the 
face of the growing dominance of global digital platforms. 

 Chapter IX: Freedom of Expression on Social Networks: An International 
Perspective (Dušan V. Popović) 

Offering a broader view, this chapter analyses the international legal framework 
applicable to freedom of expression on digital platforms, with a focus on European human 
rights standards. 

 Chapter X: The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom 
of Expression and Pluralism (Marcin Wielec et al.) 

The final chapter synthesizes the main findings of the individual contributions 
and provides a comparative perspective on emerging trends and challenges. 

Throughout the volume, the authors balance legal analysis with empirical 
observations, providing both doctrinal insights and practical examples of how states 
grapple with the evolving nature of free expression in the digital era. 

IV. Strengths, Gaps, and Legal Reflections 

One of the major strengths of The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media 
on the Freedom of Expression and Pluralism lies in its comparative and multidisciplinary 
approach. By focusing on a group of Central European countries, the volume highlights 
both shared challenges and national specificities, offering valuable insights into how 
constitutional traditions influence responses to digital threats to freedom of expression. 

The inclusion of diverse national case studies ensures that readers are exposed to 
a variety of legal frameworks, political contexts, and regulatory approaches, enhancing 
the depth and richness of the comparative analysis. 
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Another important merit of the volume is its balance between theoretical and 
practical perspectives. While several chapters engage in doctrinal analysis of constitutional 
principles and human rights instruments, others focus on recent legislative initiatives, 
policy developments, and court decisions. This combination makes the book highly 
relevant not only for academic researchers but also for practitioners and policymakers 
involved in the regulation of digital communication. 

Moreover, the emphasis on topics such as fake news, algorithmic content 
moderation, censorship, and online pluralism addresses issues that are at the forefront of 
contemporary constitutional debates. The volume manages to capture the dynamic 
relationship between private platform governance and state regulation, a theme that 
is particularly salient in the current digital environment. 

Rather than attempting to cover every aspect of digital regulation, the volume 
wisely concentrates on the most urgent constitutional questions raised by platform 
governance  –  particularly in Central Europe. Topics such as algorithmic transparency 
or AI in moderation are acknowledged, and while not explored in depth, they remain 
fertile ground for complementary studies inspired by this work’s findings. 

The volume implicitly engages with seminal constitutional theories, particularly the 
tension between negative and positive obligations of the state in securing a meaningful 
framework for freedom of expression in the digital age. 

V. Who Should Read It and Why It Matters 

The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom of Expression 
and Pluralism represents a significant contribution to contemporary constitutional law 
scholarship, particularly in the domains of digital rights, media regulation, and comparative 
constitutional studies. 

By systematically analyzing the interaction between private regulation by digital 
platforms and public constitutional guarantees, the volume offers crucial insights into 
the evolving boundaries of state authority and individual freedoms in the digital era. 

The book's comparative approach is especially valuable for illustrating how different 
legal traditions and political cultures shape national responses to the common 
challenges posed by digital platforms and social media. 

It advances our understanding of freedom of expression as a constitutional value 
that must be constantly reinterpreted and defended in light of new technological 
realities. 

The primary audience of the volume includes constitutional law scholars, media 
law experts, policymakers, and legal practitioners concerned with digital regulation 
and fundamental rights. Additionally, it will be of interest to researchers and students 
engaged in fields such as human rights law, information law, European law, and political 
science, offering them both theoretical frameworks and practical case studies. 
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Given the current debates around online speech, platform accountability, and 
democratic resilience, the book also provides useful material for regulators and legislators 
seeking to design balanced legal frameworks that respect constitutional principles 
while addressing the risks of misinformation and censorship. 

VI. Final Thoughts: Rethinking Free Speech in the Platform Era 

Overall, The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom of 
Expression and Pluralism is a timely and important contribution to the ongoing discussion 
about the future of fundamental rights in the digital environment. 

Its comparative focus, rigorous legal analysis, and attention to practical developments 
make it a valuable resource for anyone interested in understanding the constitutional 
challenges posed by digital platforms. 

Although the book centers on Central European perspectives, its insights and 
reflections extend far beyond the region, offering lessons of global relevance. The volume 
leaves room for further exploration of emerging technologies, yet it succeeds in drawing 
attention to the pressing need to rethink how we protect freedom of expression in 
the digital age. 

Ultimately, the collection curated by Marcin Wielec not only captures a constitutional 
landscape in flux, but also challenges long-standing assumptions about speech, power, 
and accountability online. 

In Web 1.0, users were passive consumers of content, their interaction limited to 
reading or viewing information. In Web 2.0, the consumer of content also becomes its 
producer2. This shift from passive recipient to active participant fundamentally alters 
the dynamics of freedom of expression and the risks associated with misinformation. 
As digital platforms continue to evolve, so too must our legal frameworks  –  and this 
book is an essential guide in that journey. 

 
 

 
2 M. Wielec, The Impact of Digital Platforms and Social Media on the Freedom of Expression and Pluralism, 

Ferenc Mádl Institute of Comparative Law and Central European Academic Publishing, 2021, Budapesta-Miskolc, 
p. 17-18. 




